SIMILE: 

An indirect, non literal comparison between two unlike objects using “like” or “as” 

It is as hot as an oven in here

His hair is like a bird’s nest

METAPHOR

A direct, non literal comparison between two like objects (not using like or as)

It is an oven in here

His hair is a bird’s nest

PERSONIFICATION

Where human characteristics are given to inanimate objects. 

The clouds raced across the sky.

The sun smiled down on us.

The frost bit in the early morning.

HYPERBOLE

Exaggeration or overstatement (bordering on impossible)

My dad had a cow when he saw my grades.

It was so cold this morning that the blood in my veins froze.

UNDERSTATEMENT
A statement that is underplayed or lessened. The truth of the matter is reduced.

I think I need a little help said Bill while holding his report card filled with Fs.


METONYMY
Using the WHOLE to represent the PART; using something closely related to represent 

Evergreen High School won the football game (when really the team did)

The White House has decided to help create jobs (the WH represents the president)

SYNECDOCHE

Using PART of something to represent the WHOLE

He was put behind bars (the bars represent the whole jail)

All hands on deck (hands represent the whole person)

