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*** What if Romeo and Juliet had internet devices? 

Goal: Create an IM version of the balcony scene  

(II, i, ≈ 33 – 135) 

 

Requirements: 

1. At least 9 exchanges, i.e., Romeo to Juliet  

to Romeo is two exchanges. 

2. Give Romeo and Juliet appropriate usernames 

3. Use text language and styles, emoticons, 

misspellings, lack of capitals, lack of punctuation  

 

Directions: 

1. Read the original scene and translate to modern English. We will do part of this in class. 

2. Next to your modern English translation, consider how the same conversation would look 

and sound in “text-speak.” How about 140 characters or fewer? 

3. Once you have created a first draft of your idea, REVISE it (add-change-omit), paying 

particular attention to how to make the text more realistic or humorous or serious. 

 

Assessment: 

1. Kept the gist of what Romeo and Juliet say to each other 

2. Accuracy of the order of exchanges 

3. The above “requirements” 

 

The original play writing 

Juliet. What man art thou, that, thus bescreened in night, / So stumblest on my counsel? 

Romeo. By a name / I know not how to tell thee who I am. / My name, dear saint, is 

hateful to myself / Because it is an enemy to thee. / Had I it written, I would tear 

the word. 

 

Translated to modern English 

Juliet. Who is there, hidden in the darkness, / overhearing my private thoughts? 

Romeo. I don’t like to use my name to tell you who I am. My / name, dear saint, is 

hateful to me because it’s an enemy of / yours. If it were written, I’d tear it up. 

 

Rendered as a text speak 

 Lilprincess: who is this? Where did you get my #? 

 Lovrboy17: i cant say I know ur family h8 me. I will change my username if need 2 

 

Going beyond: In what other ways can you take this idea and show your creativity? 

• Show their interaction as another social media source such as Facebook or Twitter 

• Word-process your copy; text on a phone and take screen shots; use color 

• Slideshow; PowerPoint; create an illustration or photo for their icons (avatars) 

• Visually, how did you represent your texts? How does IM differ in look? How about 

Facebook or Twitter? Or a chat room? Make your media choice look visually correct. 

• If characters are talking to themselves, or if another character comes onto the scene (e.g., 

the Nurse calling Juliet during the balcony scene), how can you show that? 

• Instead of the balcony scene, how about when Juliet and Romeo kiss at the dance, or 

when Juliet does not want Romeo to leave in the morning? 

 

Final Copy is on your own paper 



 

II, ii. Capulet's orchard. Juliet has just spoken; her last two lines I have included. 

 

JULIET … 

And for thy name, which is no part of thee, 

 Take all myself. 

ROMEO  

                           I take thee at thy word: 

Call me but love, and I'll be new baptized; 

Henceforth I never will be Romeo. 

JULIET  

What man art thou that thus bescreen'd in night 

So stumblest on my counsel? 

ROMEO  

By a name 

I know not how to tell thee who I am: 

My name, dear saint, is hateful to myself, 

Because it is an enemy to thee; 

Had I it written, I would tear the word. 

JULIET  

My ears have not yet drunk a hundred words 

Of that tongue's utterance, yet I know the sound: 

Art thou not Romeo and a Montague? 

ROMEO  

Neither, fair saint, if either thee dislike. 

JULIET  

How camest thou hither, tell me, and wherefore? 

The orchard walls are high and hard to climb, 

And the place death, considering who thou art, 

If any of my kinsmen find thee here. 

ROMEO  

With love's light wings did I o'er-perch these walls; 

For stony limits cannot hold love out, 

And what love can do that dares love attempt; 

Therefore thy kinsmen are no stop to me. 

JULIET  

If they do see thee, they will murder thee. 

ROMEO  

Alack, there lies more peril in thine eye 

Than twenty of their swords: look thou but sweet, 

And I am proof against their enmity. 

JULIET  

I would not for the world they saw thee here. 

ROMEO  

I have night's cloak to hide me from their sight; 

And but thou love me, let them find me here: 

My life were better ended by their hate, 

Than death prorogued, wanting of thy love. 

JULIET  

By whose direction found'st thou out this place? 

ROMEO  

By love, who first did prompt me to inquire; 

He lent me counsel and I lent him eyes. 

I am no pilot; yet, wert thou as far 

As that vast shore wash'd with the farthest sea, 

I would adventure for such merchandise. 

 

This section of the balcony 

scene is included to 

demonstrate the process. You 

can, and are encouraged to, 

continue their conversation.   


