
Blending your CX and CD to avoid the dreaded “Quote Bomb” 

 

 

Here's an example of a QUOTE BOMB in a research paper:  

 

Social networking sites are harmful to the society because they may lead to criminal behavior such as 

identity theft.  "Social networking sites in particular are attractive targets because of their large 

memberships, the abundant amount of personal information contained in users` profiles and messages, 

and the trust members have that they are actually receiving communications from their online friends" 

(Merritt).  

 

In the above example there is no Context before and no Reasoning following the Evidence.  

 

QUOTE STRONG! 

The following is a stronger way to integrate such a Concrete Detail in a paragraph: 

 

 Social networking sites are harmful to society because they can lead to criminal 

behavior such as identity theft.  In a recent House Judiciary Subcommittee hearing, 

Michael P. Merritt, Assistant Director of the Office of Investigations for the Secret 

Service, spoke of the Secret Service's concerns about criminal behavior involving social 

networking sites.  He stated, "Social networking sites in particular are attractive targets 

because of their large memberships, the abundant amount of personal information 

contained in users` profiles and messages, and the trust members have that they are 

actually receiving communications from their online friends" (Merritt). Those targeting 

these sites are often very sophisticated cyber criminals who take advantage of networking 

sites containing personal identifying information.  Although there are increasing 

advances in the safeguarding of personal information, innocent people who think they are 

using social networking sites for legitimate communication can find themselves victims 

of identity theft 

 

Topic Claim 

Context 

Evidence 

Response  

TS = Topic Sentence 

CX = Context: Gives author, credentials, work, and/or media title  

EV = Evidence:  Word for word quote or paraphrasing of information 

RS = Reasoning: Your analysis of the quote and how the quote proves the theme.  

 

 

 

 

 


