Introduction

THESIS

You have already written it. Put the thesis where it belongs.

SYNOPSIS
Identifies the title and author
	Identifies the main characters and setting
Covers the most important points and ideas of the plot
	WILL give away the ending
	

In John Steinbeck’s novel Of Mice and Men, two men travel from ranch to ranch in California in the late 1930s, trying to find their dream. These two, George and Lennie, are average working men. When they are within reach of their dream to own land of their own, the story changes and Lennie is killed.

(Want to see that again?)

	Identifies the title and author

Identifies the main characters and setting
Covers the most important points and ideas of the plot
	WILL give away the ending

In John Steinbeck’s novel Of Mice and Men, two men travel from ranch to ranch in California in the late 1930s, trying to find their dream. These two, George and Lennie, are average working men. When they are within reach of their dream to own land of their own, the story changes and Lennie is killed.

HOOKS

	Imagery

Question
Suspense
Quote




(Imagery) Use imagery to paint a picture for the reader

	The barley fields are full as sun beats down on the golden grain. Each field hand has a job and works hard to earn his wage. Many of these men dream of a better life, a simpler life. But just as a river can cut through the farmland, the dream of George and Lennie is cut.  

(Question)  Start a dialogue with the reader of your essay

	Avoid “you”
	What would you do if…?

Have you ever…?

	Focus on “why” or “how” questions…your THESIS should answer your question!
	Why is Curley’s wife so lonely?
	How does Curley’s wife show the reader the hopelessness of farm life?


*** Follow up with more thinking and writing. The drawback to many question hooks is that they are too simple. One solution is to add a question hook to one of the other hook types.

(Suspense)  Make your reader want to read your essay
	
	George and Lennie traveled from ranch to ranch, looking for their dream. George probably knew they would never reach their dream, but he shared the dream with Lennie at least for entertainment. However, on their last ranch, their dream to make enough money to buy land was within reach. It was possible. For the first time—but, unfortunately, this dream would not come to be.

(Quote)  Show yourself to be thoughtful

	Not one of your Concrete Details

Not close to your Concrete Details
Not within close proximity in the story to one of your Concrete Details
	Add something after the quote. A quote by itself is not strong enough.


“Curley’s wife lay with a half-covering of yellow hay. And the meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache for attention were all gone from her face. She was very pretty and simple, and her face was sweet and young” (93). Curley’s wife found peace at the end of the story. She was accepted and got the attention she craved. It is one of the few times that her husband reacts emotionally. Unfortunately, it was all too late. For Curley’s wife to gain this attention, she had to die.

Conclusion

A conclusion paragraph means more than the paragraph that “ends the essay” or “brings the essay to a close.” 
The conclusion paragraph is where you “conclude” your argument. Using your well selected evidence, you will make a logical statement for the reader regarding your thesis.  
A conclusion is not more-of-the-same. It is not a rewrite of your introduction. There are pieces that your introduction and conclusion will share. However, in a conclusion, you will make a larger statement given the evidence you have provided your reader. 
A conclusion, therefore, is not merely a summary of what you just wrote in your essay. A conclusion is a summary of what you just wrote in your essay AND a broader statement or inference based on the evidence and logic you've just provided.
I particularly like the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's resource page about conclusions… read it! 
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/resources/handouts-demos/writing-the-paper/conclusions
I have found that this pattern seems to help construct conclusions which go beyond simply "summarizing":
	REVIEW: Briefly summarize the evidence you've provided to illustrate your point. What key ideas or observations have you presented? 
	CONNECT: Consider the ideas or observations you just reviewed… what do these have in common? In the most basic sense, this is a more articulate rewording of the handle of your thesis–but go further…what does all your evidence have in common? What is the common thread? 
	EXTEND: Considering the common thread you just identified, so what? Why is this common thread, this core idea, significant to the broader context? If you are writing about literature, why is this idea significant to the work as a whole, and further, why is it significant to human experience? If you are persuading, why is this common thread important enough to your audience or to society in general to be persuasive? 
	ECHO: Look back at the rhetorical device you used in your hook. Echo key phrases from your hook, and consider concluding with a complementary rhetorical device: if you open with an anecdote, close with the conclusion of that anecdote; if you open with a question, offer the concise answer to that question or pose a follow-up question; if you open with a quotation, comment on the critical idea or point of that quotation. This "echo" gives your reader a sense of closure. 

Adapted from Mark Gardner’s adaptions.

