
Good day. I am Travis A. Wittwer  

I asked the question, do bike racks make a difference? 

Yes, bike racks do. Bike rack installation will increase the livability of a city’s downtown. By 

livability, I mean—(1) increase in the number of visits to downtown, (2) increase in money spent 

downtown, and (3) increase in use of public spaces such as parks, cafes, music venues, art, 

festivals… 

Bike racks—these seemingly lowly creates that roam the urban landscape pass by us every day 

without much thought. And that is the problem. Vancouver has installed 80 bike racks over the 

last few years and 5 corrals. This is good. Evergreen high school has one of the worst bike rack 

designs. This is bad.  

The topic I researched is bike racks because I have recently seen an increase in either poorly 

installed bike racks, or terribly designed bike racks. I racked my brain for the central problem 

which led to my thesis—in order for a city to remain a viable place of business and community 

living, cities must install bike racks that fall into the “staple” design. 

Good design leads to use. 

 I read about the superior design elements of staple racks as well as why “grill,” also called 

“school,” style does not work. I also researched city planning and civic code laws that dictate 

bike rack installation and style. Evergreen has a grill style bike rack; it is bad.  

“When bike commuters perceive the available bike parking to be both ineffective and inefficient 

it increases the likelihood that they will lock their bike to an unconventional structure such as a 

parking meter or tree, which is often the case around campus” (Holly). 

Some would say this topic does not require attention, thinking who cares about bike racks? I do, 

and you should. Every dollar your city spends on bad bike racks, is a dollar that will have to be 

spent again. As cities grow, and gas becomes increasingly more expensive, people will turn to 

bikes. Cities that do not plan for this are locked in the past. And bikes will be locked to trees, 

railings, and bus stops. Sadly, the solution to transportation—bike use—will cause clutter 

downtown if cities do not prepare.  

Good placement leads to use. 

“Having the right plan for your bike parking area will ensure it is a convenient and effective 

space and is inviting to the user” (Saris) 

Vancouver has added bike lanes, has an active bike group, and has installed bike racks 

throughout the downtown. Portland is a larger city and has slightly over 800 bike racks. 

Vancouver may have one-tenth of the bike racks, but in ten years, with correctly placed bike 

racks and corrals like the ones being put in downtown, the future looks good.  



Good promotion leads to use. 

Look back 6 years and see the growth. 

“When we contacted Campos, she confirmed that the bike parking was in the works. Campos 

said it will be a “test area” and that the location they’ve chosen is “a block where we have a high 

need for bike parking.” Another reason the location was chosen is because it is not currently 

being used as a motor vehicle parking spot” (Maus) 

The greatest advantage here is that a car spot, an unused car spot, was repurposed as a bike 

corral. A bike corral is a place that can hold a large number of bikes near places of business. 

Often bike corrals are on the street. The idea that car parking is needed everywhere has shown to 

be inaccurate since there are a number of streets in downtown Vancouver that do not need car 

parking. Consider the time and money put into making these car parking spots just to remove 

them. Consider the savings if cities were future thinking and planned for transportation changes 

or built parking on a need-basis.  

Bike racks may seem like urban furniture—just things on the sidewalk, not garnering a second 

glance. However, bike racks symbolize the direction of a city. Next time you are in downtown 

Vancouver, or in any city, look for bike racks.   
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Good day. I am Travis A. Wittwer (INTRO) 

I asked the question, do bike racks make a difference? (RESEARCH QUESTION) 

Bike racks—these seemingly lowly creates that roam the urban landscape pass by us every day 

without much thought. And that is the problem. Vancouver has installed 80 bike racks over the 

last few years and 5 corrals. This is good. Evergreen high school has one of the worst bike rack 

designs. This is bad.  

The topic I researched is bike racks because I have recently seen an increase in either poorly 

installed bike racks, or terribly designed bike racks. I racked my brain for the central problem 

which led to my thesis—in order for a city to remain a viable place of business and community 

living, cities must install bike racks that fall into the “staple” design. (BACKGROUND) 

Good design leads to use. 

 I read about the superior design elements of staple racks as well as why “grill,” also called 

“school,” style does not work. I also researched city planning and civic code laws that dictate 

bike rack installation and style. Evergreen has a grill style bike rack; it is bad. (CONTEXT) 

“When bike commuters perceive the available bike parking to be both ineffective and inefficient 

it increases the likelihood that they will lock their bike to an unconventional structure such as a 

parking meter or tree, which is often the case around campus” (Holly). (EVIDENCE) 

Some would say this topic does not require attention, thinking who cares about bike racks? I do, 

and you should. Every dollar your city spends on bad bike racks, is a dollar that will have to be 

spent again. As cities grow, and gas becomes increasingly more expensive, people will turn to 

bikes. Cities that do not plan for this are locked in the past. And bikes will be locked to trees, 

railings, and bus stops. Sadly, the solution to transportation—bike use—will cause clutter 

downtown if cities do not prepare. (ANALYSIS) 

Good placement leads to use. 

“Having the right plan for your bike parking area will ensure it is a convenient and effective 

space and is inviting to the user” (Saris) (EVIDENCE) 

Vancouver has added bike lanes, has an active bike group, and has installed bike racks 

throughout the downtown. Portland is a larger city and has slightly over 800 bike racks. 

Vancouver may have one-tenth of the bike racks, but in ten years, with correctly placed bike 

racks and corrals like the ones being put in downtown, the future looks good. (ANALYSIS) 

Good promotion leads to use. 

Look back 6 years and see the growth. When I moved to Vancouver in 1996, I recall walking 

through downtown Vancouver and there were only a few bike racks, artistic ones. Nothing for 



large scale use. But in 2009, the first bike corral was put in Vancouver. Ten years since I moved 

here has seen an increase in bike racks from a few to nearly 100. (Context) 

“When we contacted Campos, she confirmed that the bike parking was in the works. Campos 

said it will be a “test area” and that the location they’ve chosen is “a block where we have a high 

need for bike parking.” Another reason the location was chosen is because it is not currently 

being used as a motor vehicle parking spot” (Maus) (EVIDENCE) 

The greatest advantage here is that a car spot, an unused car spot, was repurposed as a bike 

corral. A bike corral is a place that can hold a large number of bikes near places of business. 

Often bike corrals are on the street. The idea that car parking is needed everywhere has shown to 

be inaccurate since there are a number of streets in downtown Vancouver that do not need car 

parking. Consider the time and money put into making these car parking spots just to remove 

them. Consider the savings if cities were future thinking and planned for transportation changes 

or built parking on a need-basis. (ANALYSIS) 

Bike racks may seem like urban furniture—just things on the sidewalk, not garnering a second 

glance. However, bike racks symbolize the direction of a city. Next time you are in downtown 

Vancouver, or in any city, look for bike racks. (CLOSING) 

Questions? 


